Qualitative and quantitative experimental models to aid in risk assessment for immunotoxicology.
We have previously reported on the design and content of a screening battery using a "tier" approach for detecting potential immunosuppressive compounds in mice [1]. This battery was composed of various immune function, immunopathology and host resistance tests, the results of which could help establish the potential of chemical and biological agents to cause immunosuppression. The data from these studies, which now encompass over 50 compounds, have been analyzed in an attempt to improve future testing strategies and provide information to aid in the risk assessment process. Specifically, the following two issues will be addressed; what are the likelihood(s) for each of the individual tests and testing configurations to accurately identify immunotoxic compounds? and what are the quantitative and qualitative relationships between the immune tests and host resistance assays?